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Introduction

This paper provided candidates with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of the key concepts in Topics 1 to 8 and 10 to 15 of the A Level specification.
This was the third series of Chemistry A Level papers in the June examination series that had
been sat by candidates since 2019 due to the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic. These
candidates would have been the first to have sat public GCSE examinations since the
pandemic in June 2022. The paper proved accessible to all candidates and there was no
evidence that any were hindered by not having sufficient time to complete their answers. A
number of the questions were found to be demanding and it was pleasing to note that many
candidates rose to the challenge and demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of A
Level chemistry. There were common errors of exam technique such as failing to double
check answers, giving answers to the wrong number of significant figures and not reading
the question properly before giving an answer. However, it was clear that many candidates
were well prepared and were able to overcome the challenges of the last few years.
Nonetheless, there are some key lessons for centres and candidates to learn from the
feedback illustrated in the following examples.
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Question 1 (a)

This was an introductory question designed to assess the candidates' ability to determine the
number of sub-atomic particles in various species of sulfur.

Many fully correct answers were seen.

Common errors included not realising that the number of neutrons needed to change for
each isotope and subtracting two from the proton number instead of adding two in the
negative ion for the number of electrons.

There were a few instances of candidates using the mass number instead of the atomic
number for the number of protons.

This is an example of a fully correct response scoring all three marks.
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This response scored two marks.

The first two rows are completed correctly.

In the third row, the candidate has subtracted 2 from the number of
protons instead of adding 2 to obtain the correct number of electrons.

Remember that electrons are negatively charged.

5 GCE Chemistry 9CH0 01



Question 1 (b)(i)-(ii)

This question required candidates to calculate a % value and then use that value to calculate
the relative atomic mass of sulfur using data from 4 isotopes.

There were a few errors seen in calculating the %. Candidates should check all answers using
their calculators. Candidates also lost marks for incorrect rounding of their final answer.

A few candidates lost marks for incorrect units which were penalised if incorrect.

This is an example of a fully correct response.
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In this example the calculations are correct but the candidate has
incorrectly rounded their final answer.
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Question 2 (a)

This question proved challenging with many candidates confusing first electron affinity with
first ionisation energy. Many candidates suggested that energy was required for the process,
despite the values given in the question being for an exothermic change. There were also a
number of candidates who referred to losing an electron instead of gaining it. The last
marking point, relating to the effects of shielding and distance from the nucleus outweighing
the effect of increased nuclear charge, was rarely awarded.

This is an example of a fully correct answer.

Marks were awarded for the following:
M1 for the comment that the values become less negative going
down the group.
M2 for correct reference to the bigger radius of iodine and the effect
on that of the attraction between the outer electron and the
nucleus.
M3 for the correct reference to iodine having more shielding.
M4 for the statement that iodine has more protons but this is
outweighed by the increased shielding.
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This response scored one mark.

The first mark was not awarded as the candidate needed to refer to
the value becoming 'less negative' or 'less exothermic' going down the
group. In fact, they have made a contradictory statement in their final
sentence where they state that more energy would be required.

The second mark was not awarded, as although the candidate has
referred to an increase in the number of shells, they have not stated
that this would reduce the electrostatic attraction between the nucleus
and the incoming electron. Additionally they have referred to 'ionic'
radius.

The third mark was awarded for the increased shielding.

There is nothing creditworthy towards the fourth mark.

Take care to use the correct vocabulary when writing about chemical
species. It is important to be accurate and describing atoms as 'ions'
will lose marks.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

This relatively straightforward question about the method for a flame test yielded many fully
correct answers. However a few candidates did not mention the use of HCl, and a few
described using a splint instead of a nichrome wire.

This is an example of a fully correct answer with all points being made
clearly.
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This candidate had suggested to use nitric acid rather than
hydrochloric acid and so lost a mark.

Two marks awarded.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

This question assesses candidates' knowledge of the colours of the flame tests. Many fully
correct responses were seen. However it was clear that some candidates were not familiar
with the colours that would be produced.

This scored both marks. The responses are fully correct.
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This candidate did not score the first mark, so one mark overall.

They have given two different colours for the calcium compounds and
one is incorrect.

The potassium colour of lilac is correct.
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Question 3 (b)

This question was about the analysis of halide ions. Many candidates knew the colour of the
precipitates formed with silver nitrate, but on occasion the formulae were incorrect, with
AgBr2 / AgI2 being common wrong answers. Most candidates knew that adding ammonia
would cause a change to the precipitate, but not all candidates were able to describe this
correctly.

This is a fully correct answer scoring both marks.
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This response did not score. The candidate has given the incorrect
formula for the precipitate, the colours are correct, but then the
observations with concentrated ammonia are wrong.

Learn the charges of the cations and anions in the specification.
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Question 3 (c)

This question required candidates to recall a chemical test for sulfate ions. Many correct
answers were seen, although some candidates did not specify the acid that would need to be
added to the barium chloride to give a white precipitate specific for sulfate ions. A few
candidates wrote the formula for barium chloride as BaCl instead of BaCl2 and so were not
credited.

This is a fully correct answer scoring both marks.

This did not score. Although the candidate had identified that barium
chloride needed to be used, the formula was incorrect and they had
omitted to add HCl or HNO3.
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Question 4 (a)

This was a straightforward question, and many correct answers were seen. A few candidates
wrote the definition of a base and some gave an incorrect answer as an 'electron donor'.

This response did not score as it did not answer the question.
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Question 4 (c)

This question challenged the candidates' ability to interpret data on the pH of various acids
of the same concentration. Many answers that scored three marks were seen as candidates
correctly identified hydrochloric acid as a strong acid, sulfuric acid as a diprotic acid, and
propanoic acid as a weak acid.

The third marking point was rarely scored as candidates did not make the connection that
the pH value in the table for the sulfuric acid was not as low as expected for full dissociation
of both protons and that therefore the second ionisation of sulfuric acid was suppressed by
the first.

A few candidates wrote that propanoic acid was a weak acid and then contradicted
themselves with an equation showing the dissociation with a forward arrow, rather than
reversible arrows.
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This is a fully correct response. The candidate has identified that HCl
fully dissociates and that H2SO4 is diprotic. They have also realised
that the second dissociation of H2SO4 is incomplete and given a
correct equation. Finally, they have described propanoic acid as a weak
acid for the final mark.
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This is an example of a response that scored marks 1, 2 and 4, but the
candidate did not explain in enough detail the reason why sulfuric acid
could not dissociate completely.

Use all of the data in the question in your answer.
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Question 4 (d)

The first part of this question required candidates to write the correct expression for the acid
dissociation constant of carbonic acid and was generally well-answered.

The second part of the question required candidates to rearrange their expression to
determine the concentration of hydrogen ions and then to calculate the pH.

For those candidates that did not rearrange the expression for Ka correctly, there was a mark
available for working out a pH value from their concentration of hydrogen ions.

Candidates were generally familiar with the required calculation methods, but there were a
few calculator errors seen and candidates should be encouraged to check their work as they
go.
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This is an example of a fully correct response, scoring all available
marks (1,3).
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This response scored 1,2.

The expression for the acid dissociation constant is correct.

They have also scored the first two marks for the third part, but their
pH calculation is incorrect.

Check all answers with your calculator.
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Question 4 (e)

This question was about regulation of the pH of the blood.

The first part required candidates to explain the effect on the two equilibria involved after
vigorous exercise.

Candidates generally answered this well in terms of the effect on the equilibria, but the
second mark was often not awarded as the candidates just stated that the amount of H+ ions
would increase, rather than the concentration. A few candidates stated incorrectly that an
increased hydrogen ion concentration would increase the pH.

The second part of the question was about how the buffer system in the blood works.
Candidates found this more difficult to answer.

Good answers mentioned the large reservoir of hydrogen carbonate ions that would react
with the H+ ions.
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This is an example of a fully correct response to both parts of the
question, scoring all of the marks (2,2).

For the first part, the candidate has referred correctly to both equilibria
moving to the right and they have made a correct statement linking the
increased [H+] to the reduced pH.

For the second part, the candidate has correctly referenced the large
reservoir of hydrogen carbonate ions which react with the H+ ions.
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This response scored just one mark overall (1,0).

For the first part, the candidate had correctly referenced the effect of
exercise on both equilibria.

However they had linked an increase in hydrogen ion concentration to
an increase, rather than a decrease, in pH.

For the second part, although the candidate knew that hydrogen
carbonate ions were involved, they had not fully explained their role in
regulating blood pH after exercise.

Remember that a high concentration of H+ ions is linked to a low pH.
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Question 5 (a)

The question required the calculation of an enthalpy change using bond energy data.

While many correct answers of –1276 were seen, a few candidates subtracted the energy
change for the bonds forming from the energy change for the bonds breaking and so gained
an answer of +1276, scoring two of the three marks.

Many candidates did not check their answers to ensure that they had taken account of all of
the bonds being broken or made, and a few calculator errors were seen.
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This is a fully correct answer where the candidate has taken care to
include all of the bonds and has also circled their answers so that they
can keep track of their progress.

Write out all expressions for bond energy and check your calculations.
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This response scored one mark overall. The enthalpy change for the
bonds being made was calculated correctly, but the enthalpy change
for the bonds breaking was incorrect. The candidate could still have
scored the third mark for overall enthalpy change, but they have done
the subtraction the wrong way round (bonds made – bonds broken,
instead of bonds broken – bonds made).

Remember breaking bonds is endothermic (+) and making bonds is
exothermic (-).
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Question 5 (b)

This question required candidates to complete an enthalpy cycle and then to use their cycle
to calculate the enthalpy change in the Direct Ethanol Fuel Cell.

The first mark, for completion of the cycle, was awarded more frequently than the second.
Candidates were sometimes unsure which substances to place in the bottom box, with
marks lost for unbalanced oxygen and for incorrect state symbols.

Many correct answers were seen for the value of the enthalpy change, but some candidates
did not take into account the moles of water and carbon dioxide and a few obtained an
incorrect answer of +1369 instead of –1369, having used their cycle incorrectly.
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This is a fully correct response, scoring 2,1.

Clear diagrams help to ensure that calculated answers are correct.
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This candidate scored the first mark for the cycle but the oxygens and
the hydrogens are unbalanced in the box.

Their calculation is correct.

Score 1,0.

Check that the amounts of all substances are correctly balanced.
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Question 5 (c)

This question required candidates to give the reasons for differences between the values for
the enthalpy change of reaction calculated using bond energy values and by using values for
standard enthalpies of formation.

The majority of candidates who were awarded at least one mark for this question realised
that mean bond energies were used in the calculations, which would not be the specific value
for the bond in the molecules in the question.

The second mark was for stating that the bond energy values given were for substances in
the gas state and that water and ethanol are liquids. This was awarded less often, with a
common insufficient answer being that the standard enthalpies of formation were under
standard conditions.

This response scored two marks.

The second mark was awarded for the first sentence. The candidate
has identified ethanol as being in the liquid state but it was sufficient
to mention that the bond enthalpy values are given for the substances
in the gas state without mention of ethanol or water specifically to
score the mark.
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This response scored one overall.

The first mark was awarded for the statement about the mean bond
enthalpies being used.

The second mark was not awarded as the reference to standard
conditions was not sufficient for this mark.
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Question 5 (d)

The question was about the reactions at the electrodes in the Direct Ethanol Fuel Cell.

Candidates were asked to write balanced ionic equations for both the oxidation and
reduction reactions.

The reduction half-equation was more often awarded than the oxidation equation.

This is a fully correct response scoring both marks.
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This response did not score. The first equation is incorrect and the
second equation is not balanced.

Check that equations are balanced.
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Question 6

This extended response question was about d-block elements and the colours formed in
aqueous solution.

Many candidates started their responses by giving the electron configurations of copper, iron
and zinc.

While many correct electron configurations were given there were some that incorrectly
included 4s electrons in the electron configurations of the ions.

A general understanding of how the colours arise was shown, but candidates lost marks for
not mentioning that it is the ligand that splits the d-subshell and that the energy gap
between the split d-orbitals is linked to the colour seen.

Some candidates said that the colour arose when light was emitted when an electron
dropped back down, but this would be for a flame test, rather than for an aqueous solution
where the colour seen is the complementary colour of the light absorbed during the d-d
transition.

There was, on occasion, careless use of the words 'subshell' and 'orbital' which some
candidates used interchangeably. The incorrect mention of a single d-orbital instead of
'd-orbitals' or 'd-subshell' was penalised by the loss of a mark.
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This response scored all six marks.

IP1 – was awarded for the correct electron configurations of Cu2+ and
Fe2+ at the start of the response.
IP2 – in the second paragraph there is a statement about the ligand
splitting the d-subshell.
IP3 – although this is alluded to in the second paragraph this would be
insufficient for the mark as it does not make a link between the energy
gap and the different colours. There is a detailed correct explanation in
the penultimate paragraph which scores this mark.
IP4 – is scored in the second paragraph
IP5 – is also scored in the second paragraph.
IP6 – for the correct electron configuration of Zn2+ given at the bottom
of the response, together with a comment that its d-subshell is full.
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This response scores two marks.

IP1 – is scored for the correct electron configurations of Cu2+ and Fe2+.

IP6 – is scored for the correct electron configurations of Zn2+ and the
comment that the 3d-subshell is full.

There is nothing else creditworthy in this response.
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This could have scored 5 marks, but the overall score is 4 due to
incorrect use of 'orbital', 'orbitals' and 'subshell'.

IP1 – is scored for the correct electron configurations of Cu2+ and Zn2+.

IP2 – is not awarded as although the candidate has stated that the
ligand would split the d-orbital this is incorrect use of language and
they are penalised for not referring to the ligand splitting the
d-subshell or the d-orbitals.

IP3 – is awarded for an explanation of the different energy differences
in Cu2+ and Fe2+ and relating this to the colour seen.

IP4 – is not awarded as although the candidate has mentioned the
electron being promoted, they have not mentioned light energy.

IP5 – is awarded for the energy left being transmitted as colour.

IP6 – is awarded, as although the candidate has described Zn2+ as
having a fully filled d-orbital instead of subshell, this error has already
been penalised and the electron configuration of Zn2+ is correct.

Take great care with the use of 'orbital', 'orbitals' and 'subshell'.
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Question 7 (b)

This question required candidates to write two equations to show the catalytic activity of
vanadium pentoxide (V2O5).

Some correct answers were seen, but also many unbalanced equations and some equations
which did not include any vanadium compounds.

This is an example of a fully correct answer scoring two marks.

This response did not score.

The equation is an attempt to show the overall reaction to form SO3
from SO2.

There is no change in the oxidation state of vanadium and only one
equation has been given.
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Question 8 (a)

This question required candidates to draw dot-and-cross diagrams of the ions in magnesium
hydroxide.

Whilst most candidates drew ions, there were a significant number of candidates who drew
covalent bonding diagrams.

The Mg2+ ion was generally drawn correctly, with most of the errors seen being with the
hydroxide ion. On occasion the charges were omitted and some candidates only gave one
hydroxide ion instead of two.

This is a fully correct response showing a correct Mg2+ ion and two
correct OH- ions.
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This response scored one mark.

The structure of the Mg2+ ion is correct.

However, although the candidate has recognised that there should be
two hydroxide ions, the structures are not correct.
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Question 8 (c)(i)-(ii)

This question required candidates to complete a Born-Haber cycle for MgF2 and calculate the
standard enthalpy of formation.

Four marks were allocated for the completion of the cycle and one for the calculation.

Most candidates scored the first mark for adding the labels in the correct places and many
realised that they would need to double the enthalpy change of atomisation of fluorine and
first electron affinity of fluorine.

Some candidates failed to write the correct species in the boxes, in particular when
converting F2 to 2F, and on occasion the electrons and state symbols were missing.
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This is an example of a fully correct answer, scoring 4,1.

All of the labels are correct, including a clear indication of doubling F
and G.

The species are correct, as are the state symbols and electrons and the
final calculation is correct.
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This response scored 3 in total (3,0).

The labels and species were correct, but a state symbol had been
missed from the Mg2+ in the top box.

The calculation had yielded +1118 instead of –1118 kJ mol-1 and so was
not awarded.

Check Born-Haber cycles for consistency so that minor errors do not
creep in.
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Question 8 (c)(iii)

Candidates were required to evaluate data on the theoretical and experimental lattice
energies of two compounds.

Candidates were generally able to make a link between the data and the bonding in the
compounds, with many candidates realising that MgI2 would have some covalent character
thus scoring the second mark.

Some candidates clearly understood that the MgF2 would be almost 100% ionic, but just
stated that MgF2 had less covalent character than MgI2 and so did not score M1.

Candidates sometimes did not score M3 due to careless slips when describing species.
Examples included describing the ionic lattice as a 'molecule' and referring to iodine atoms or
molecules being more polarisable.

Very few candidates were awarded M4 as they were focused on the differences between the
experimental and theoretical lattice energies in their answers and so did not compare the
values for MgF2 and MgI2.
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This response scored three marks, M1, M2 and M3.

MgF2 is described as being ionic and MgI2 as having covalent
character.

The description of the iodide ion being polarised by the Mg2+ ion
is correct.

Nothing creditworthy for M4.
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Question 9 (a)-(b)

This question was about entropy and Gibbs free energy and required candidates to
determine the minimum required temperature for a chemical reaction from given data.

Part (a)

For the first mark the candidates needed to calculate the entropy change of the system.
Many correct answers were seen.

For the second part the candidates needed to calculate the Gibbs free energy and comment
on why the reaction was not feasible.

Candidates needed to convert both the entropy and the enthalpy change of the reaction so
that both were in J or kJ and then calculate the Gibbs free energy change.

The most frequent mark that was lost was for not giving the correct units for Gibbs free
energy that would be consistent with their calculation.

The third mark proved accessible with many correct responses noting that the reaction
would not be feasible at 298K as the Gibbs free energy change was positive.

Part (b)

Candidates needed to rearrange the Gibbs free energy equation to calculate a feasible
temperature in K.

They then needed to convert this to °C for the final answer.

There was an alternative route to the same answer via a total entropy change of 0. Few
candidates opted for this method.

Many fully correct answers were seen, with a few candidates adding 273 instead of
subtracting it to convert from K to °C.
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This is a fully correct answer scoring all five marks (3,2).

The calculation of the entropy change of the system, change in Gibbs
free energy and the comment about feasibility are all correct.

Their calculation for part (b) is also correct via the Gibbs free energy
route.

This is part (a) of the candidate's answer and they have been awarded
two marks.

They have not given a unit for their change in Gibbs free energy.

Check that you have added units and that they are correct.
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Question 10 (a)

This question required candidates to give a detailed method for producing a solution of a
vitamin C tablet.

Although many correct answers were seen, some candidates omitted to specify that distilled
or deionised water should be used. There were a few candidates who did not reference using
a volumetric flask, with a conical flask being the most common alternative.

A few candidates omitted transferring the washings and a few did not state that the solution
needed to be mixed once it was made up to the mark on the volumetric flask.
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This response scored all three marks with a clear reference to each
marking point.
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This response scored two marks.

The candidate described the method correctly but did not mention
mixing the solution once it was made.
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Question 10 (b)(i)

This was generally well-answered with many fully balanced equations seen.

Some errors included unbalanced water molecules or adding electrons instead of water.

This is a fully correct response scoring the mark.

This candidate had interchanged the numbers for the I- and the H+.
They also added electrons at the end instead of water molecules and
so did not score the mark.
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Question 10 (b)(ii)

This was an accessible question towards the end of the paper and as such, was
well-answered.

Nevertheless a few candidates did not make it clear how they had reached the final answer
by multiplying their first answer by 3 and lost the mark. A few candidates gave the wrong
'power of 10' to their first answer, for example, 2.3 x 10-3 was seen relatively often in
responses that did not score.

This candidate has made it clear how they calculated their final value
and therefore this scores the full two marks.
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This response did not score as they had shown the moles of potassium
iodate to be 0.025 instead of 0.00025.
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Question 10 (c)(i)

This question required the candidates to determine which was the most appropriate
indicator for a redox titration involving iodine and then to describe the colour change at the
end-points.

The indicator was frequently correctly identified as starch, but the candidates found it more
difficult to give the correct colour change.

Where a wrong indicator was given, it was frequently phenolphthalein.

This response is fully correct and scored two marks.
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This response scored one mark for the correct indicator. The colour
change is incorrect as it should be from blue-black to colourless.

Look carefully at the equation used for a titration to work out the
colour change.
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Question 10 (c)(ii)

Many candidates were able to work their way through this redox titration calculation logically
and gain all or most of the marks. Common errors included failing to carry out the step to
determine the moles of iodine that reacted or making an error in the calculation of the
relative formula mass of ascorbic acid.
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This is a fully correct response scoring all six marks.

The candidate has laid their work out clearly and logically, helping
them keep track of this multi-step calculation.

When working through a multi-step calculation, lay your work out
clearly so that you keep track of what you have done.
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This response scored three marks. The first three steps were correct,
but then the candidate calculated the relative atomic mass for iodine
instead of calculating the relative formula mass of ascorbic acid and
lost their way.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should

Ensure that they can explain differences in electron affinity clearly without confusing with
first ionisation energy.
Be able to describe the experimental procedures in the core practicals.
Be able to explain how a buffer solution works.
Check all calculations and do not leave expressions unevaluated.
Use correct vocabulary when describing species (atom, ion, molecule etc).
Understand how to derive the correct electron configurations for transition metals and
their ions.
Be able to explain differences in bonding in ionic compounds using given data.
Ensure they are clear on units for entropy and Gibbs free energy.
Learn which indicators are used for which type of experiment.
Set out working for multi-step calculations clearly.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

74GCE Chemistry 9CH0 01

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


